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Madam Chair Hansen and members of the committee:

For the record, my name is Judy Hart (H A R T) and | am the Chair of the Government Affairs
Committee for the Montana Library Association, representing over 800 members. Our
members work in public, academic, school, tribal, and special libraries across Montana. The
purpose of the Association is to promote library interest and development and to raise the
standards of library services in the state of Montana.

Thank you for this opportunity to speak to you about the Montana Library Association’s
position on HB181.

Effective library media programs, staffed by licensed library media specialists directly
contribute to higher student achievement. Research has repeatedly shown that strong library
media programs increase student achievement. In dozens of large-scale studies, involving over
8,700 schools and over 2.6 million students, research has consistently demonstrated that
students score an average of 10-20% higher on reading and achievement tests when their
school has a strong library media program.

A successful library media program is made up of numerous important elements, and
researchers have identified a number of specific factors that correlate with higher student
achievement. Research has shown that student achievement is higher when...

A. Library media centers are staffed at higher levels (more positions, more hours).

B. Library media centers have larger collections of better quality information resources.
C. Library media centers and resources are used more frequently by students and staff.

D. Library media specialists spend more time collaborating with classroom teachers to
teach information literacy curriculum standards.

We have talked to our members, have reviewed the bill and thank Representative Ballance for
speaking with us as well, we very much appreciate your input. While we certainly understand
the budget constraints faced by individual school districts and the challenges that these
shortfalls bring, the Montana Library Association has to consider this proposed bill from a
statewide perspective, and the impact of this legislation on school districts and our students
throughout Montana.



School library media programs, managed by licensed educators, are critical components of
successful schools. Our digital world demands that students be given every opportunity to gain
the skills necessary to succeed in school and beyond. Together with classroom teachers, school
library media specialists help to ensure that students are ethical and efficient consumers and
producers of ideas and information.

On behalf of the Montana Library Association, | urge you to vote “no” on HB181.
Resources:
Full-Time School Librarians Linked to Higher Student Reading Scores

http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/slj/home/893803-312/full-
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